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   Saturday, January 24, 2009






         8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.





Presenter and Vendor Biographical Information
Morning Keynote Speaker: Jan Bloom

Cradle to Grade: Giving Children a Love for Books

Jan Bloom, and her husband Gary, began homeschooling their 3 children in 1982, when homeschooling was in its infancy.  Jan, greatly influenced by the educational philosophies of Charlotte Mason and Raymond Moore, encouraged the reading of "living books" as the major part of a curriculum plan.   As Jan became acquainted with these great books, she discovered, within herself, a passion to make this information known to others.  Jan is a popular convention speaker and author of “Who Should We Then Read?” a collection of lively and interesting biographies of some of her favorite authors, written to promote interest in their books.  Her second book, "What Should We Then Know?"  (out of print, due to be reissued soon!) was a call for families to develop a quality home library.   In addition to the rich wisdom gleaned through her homeschooling years, Jan earned a B.S. from the University of Minnesota College of Education with a major in Physics and a minor in Math.  Visit BooksBloom at www.booksbloom.com. 
Jan will also present Books for Boys.
Afternoon Keynote Speaker: Doreen Morgan

Great Expectations: High Expectations with Realistic Goals

By His grace, Jeff and Doreen Morgan have been home educating for over fifteen years. Through Faithful Bookshop, a homeschool business based in Orlando, the Morgan’s serve home educators throughout the nation.  Their family’s goal is to encourage parents as they pursue a home education that focuses on the hearts of children.  Doreen has been a contributing author for several homeschool support group publications around the country and has spoken at state conventions in Georgia, Texas and Florida.  Doreen also held the position of editor for three years.  Currently, Doreen is teaching The Art of Storytelling in Orlando. Doreen and Jeff have three children, a fabulous son-in-law and three precious grandchildren. Faith Mae, the last of the Morgan children to be home educated, is perfecting her talents as a speaker as well as learning how to run the family business.  Doreen and Faith, have recently completed their first book entitled Mothers and Daughters: Bridging the Gap. Visit the Faithful Bookshop at www.fatithfulbookshop.com.
Doreen will also present Great Minds Don’t Think Alike.
Special Guest: Kay Ness

Kay Ness is a neurodevelopmentalist, certified by ICAN, International Christian Association of Neurodevelopmentalists.  Inspired by the birth of her son, she became involved in the neurodevelopmental work in 1985.  She has evaluated and designed home programs for families with children with problems ranging from brain injury, autism, Down Syndrome, PDD, ADD, ADHD, learning disabilities, dyslexia, visual and auditory processing problems, normal and accelerated, from birth to people in their 90's.  By addressing root causes of learning and developmental problems, Kay has helped many families help their loved ones reach levels of achievement that was thought impossible.  

Kay will present The Neurodevelopmental Approach to Reading and Math and Catching Them Up.
Special Entertainment:  FiddleDEEDEE 

Motherhood: It Ain’t for Sissies

DeeDee Hillmann is the author of the popular blog, Fiddledeedee (formerly known as "It Coulda' Been Worse"), which was named the 2007 Best Humor and Best Nitty Gritty Blog at the Homeschool Blog Awards.  She has been homeschooling her three children for four years and will continue to do so as long as she can stay one day smarter than her children or as long as the medicine cabinet is stocked with Extra Strength Excedrin. Visit DeeDee at www.fiddledeedee.net. 
Workshop Presenters (in alphabetical order):

Cheryl Bastian 

Cheryl Bastian, author and speaker, attended Illinois State University majoring in Early Childhood Education.  Cheryl’s educational experience includes teaching 2, 3 and 4 year olds at a developmental preschool in Central Florida, encouraging parents through annual seminars, building her teaching skills at national and local conferences, writing for magazines and educating her children for fourteen years.  Along her homeschooling journey, Cheryl led NHE for nine years, working with the board to plan monthly support meetings, schedule educational opportunities, and develop an enrichment cooperative for upper elementary through high school.  Cheryl and her husband, Mike, enjoy spending their summers evaluating the educational progress of home educated students, desiring to equip and to encourage families.  Currently, Cheryl is teaching the five youngest of six children (from toddler to high school) at home and encouraging her college freshman.  Cheryl has authored You HAVE to Read This One: Raising a Contagious Reader, Check These Out Companion Unit Study and a recently-released new book, Flip Three Pancakes with One Spatula.  For information about Cheryl or her books, visit her at www.cherylbastian.com. 
Cheryl will present Flip Three Pancakes with One Spatula and Books Can Teach.
Mike Bastian 
Mike Bastian earned a B.S in Sociology and Economics and a B.S in Secondary Education from Illinois State University.  For twenty years, he has enjoyed the opportunity of teaching middle school history at a local public school and sponsoring Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Mike has been in the community coaching baseball at every level from T-ball to high school, thankful for the prospect of encouraging families, between innings and games, to work as a team in all they do.  Mike’s passion is one-on-one discipleship, asking questions to spur thinking.  He is a small group coach at his church and enjoys reading and listening to the incredible stories his six children tell.  Mike adores the bride of his youth, Cheryl, and their six children.   

Mike will present His Story~Our Stories.

Samantha Bellaire

Samantha Bellaire is a creative stay-at-home-homeschooling mom who enjoys her days with her wonderfully supportive husband of sixteen years and four beautiful, intelligent girls ages 4, 7, 12, and 14.  In college, Sam majored in Education with a minor in Child Psychology.  Her love for young children is evident as she challenges parents to communicate with and understand the brilliant minds of preschoolers.  Sam has used her storytelling techniques successfully as a nanny of triplets, as a mom of preschoolers and as a mom of an autistic child. Currently, Sam teaches PreK 3-5's at NHE Co-op.
Samantha will present Flannel Board Fun for the Whole Family.
Gary Bloom

Gary has been married to Jan, our Morning Keynote Speaker, for 33 years.  He holds an A.S. in HVAC and a B.A. in Psychology from Northwestern College in addition to the rich and vast experiences as a homeschool dad.  Gary and Jan’s experiences have uniquely equipped them for the job they believe they are called to do - advocate and facilitate the reading of GOOD books.  The Blooms hunt for vintage and out of print treasures as they travel all over the United States and are well-known for having an extraordinary selection of great books available for sale in their booth, BooksBloom.  Each book has been carefully chosen according to the high standards of BooksBloom: quality literature that enriches, enlightens, entertains, and/or ennobles the reader.  
Gary will present Gather Round Children and How to REALLY Love Your Homeschooling Wife.

Lori Bosse

Lori Bosse energizes learning!  A graduate of University of North Carolina- Greensboro with a Bachelors of Science in Interior Design, and a minor in Psychology, Lori decided to homeschool her children because of her sister’s doctorate dissertation on classroom student/teacher ratio.  Realizing homeschooling allowed an optimal class size, Lori began teaching her children with creative, engaging hands-on activities.  Now eight years later, Lori continues to pull together unit studies that fuel the curiosity in her children.  Lori desires to share her experiences with the purpose of encouraging parents who endeavor to raise life-long learners.
Lori will present The Library: A Delight-directed Learner’s Best Friend.
Meredith Curtis
Meredith Curtis, a pastor’s wife and worship leader, has been homeschooling her five children since 1992. The two oldest are home school graduates.  Her oldest daughter is earning a Master’s Degree and the other is attending Stetson University.  Meredith’s life was transformed in a tragic car accident at the age of sixteen.  Though she was told she would never walk again or be able to have children, God had other plans and Meredith was healed.  Meredith has been published in Teaching Home magazine, written several Bible study workbooks, and is the author of Joyful and Successful Homeschooling.  She writes a bi-monthly column on Take Root and Write at www.takerootandwrite.com/columns_joyful_and_successful_homeschooling/index.html or visit her website www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com. 
Meredith will present Literature for Life.  
Esther Day

Esther has homeschooled three children over the past sixteen years, her last graduating May 2008. Her daughter Crystal is a certified midwife; Melissa is married with two children; and Andrew is in Bible School. Even though Esther received a B.A. in Elementary Education, she feels she learned more about true education from teaching her own children and looking to Jesus. She is grateful for all that the Lord taught her about Himself during those 16 years; is looking forward to getting to know Him better in the days ahead and spending more time with her husband, Richard. She presently teaches Reading to individual students, assists an Orlando speech club, volunteers for Grace House PRC and enjoys ministering one-on-one to whomever the Lord brings her way.
Esther will present Relating THE Book to Books.
Andrew Day
Andrew is a homeschool graduate, completing his K-12 journey in May 2008.  Studying at home gave him the opportunity to progress in God's timing, teaching him to love learning despite being a late reader and writer.   During his high school years, Andrew discovered and developed passions for creation science, evangelism and public speaking. He won numerous awards at the state, regional and national levels in the NCFCA (National Christian Forensics and Communication Association).  Above all else, Andrew lives for Christ and eternity. With that in mind, he is giving the Lord this first year to study the Bible at Word of Life in Hudson, FL. 

Andrew will present The Ten Most Influential Books I Have Ever Read.
Shannon Dever

Shannon Dever loves middle school students!  With a Bachelor of Science in Education, Shannon taught public school for seven years.  Her gift of writing and her love for middle schoolers has been a blessing to her four children (two in middle school and two in elementary), who Shannon has homeschooled for the past nine years.  Shannon’s children are not the only children who benefit from her insightful teaching.  Parents of NHE are thrilled that Shannon has poured out her love to the students in the writing class of their middle school coop.
Shannon will present Getting it on Paper: Motivating Middle School Writers.
 
Virginia Knowles
Virginia Knowles is a veteran home school mom with ten children, ages 3-21.  An avid reader and writer, she teaches a 7th/8th grade English class at the Providence Home Educators co-op, where she encourages her students to THINK, THINK, THINK!  The author of The Real Life Home School Mom: It's a Life in ReVision and Common Sense Excellence: Faith-Filled Home Education for Preschool to 5th Grade, Virginia is also the designer of The Learner's Journal lesson planner and resource log.  For over a decade, she has published an e-magazine, The Hope Chest Home School News, which is sent to over 1100 families around the world.  You can subscribe for free at www.VirginiaKnowles.com or check out her blog at www.VirginiaKnowles.blogspot.com where she reflects on life, family, theology, and education.  You can also contact her at hopechestnews@embarqmail.com.
Virginia will present The Three R’s of Literature: Read, Reflect and Respond.
Cari Rotenberger

Cari Rotenberger holds a MS degree in Education with a concentration in brain research, cognition, and student achievement from Nova Southeastern University; a BA degree in Organizational Communication with a minor in Education from Rollins College; and an AA degree from Valencia Community College.  She has taught prekindergarten and parent education classes, and she currently serves as Assistant Director of First Congregational Church Preschool & Kindergarten.  Cari lives in Winter Park with her husband, Brian, and their daughter, Caroline.

Cari will present Auditory, Visual, and Tactile/Kinesthetic: Know the Style~Maximize Learning.

Maridel Willer

Maridel Willer was promoted from Corporate Project Manager to full time wife and mother in 1998.  She writes to encourage women to embrace motherhood and enjoy the blessings of a home centered life.  In addition to inspiration and encouragement, she shares practical advice on home organization, time management, home education and family relationships at http://www.MaridelWIller.com.
Maridel will present Exploring Creation with Living Books and Hands-on Science and Traveling Through the Pages of Time: Using Literature to Explore History.
Vendors for Books and Beyond: Literature Live 

BooksBloom
The Blooms hunt for vintage and out of print treasures as they travel all over the United States and are well-known for having an extraordinary selection of great books available for sale in their booth, BooksBloom.  Each book has been carefully chosen according to the high standards of BooksBloom: quality literature that enriches, enlightens, entertains, and/or ennobles the reader.  



BooksBloom

380 2nd Street SE

Cokato, MN 55321

www.booksbloom.com
Faithful Bookshop 
Faithful Bookshop is a homeschool business based in Orlando.  Jeff and Doreen Morgan serve home educators throughout the nation via the internet and educational conventions.  Faithful Bookshop offers a vast variety of readers, classic literature, hard-to-find books and curriculum.  
Faithful Bookshop
4112 Tall Tree Drive
Orlando, FL 32810


407-522-7333
www.faithfulbookshop.com
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Books and Beyond: Literature Live Schedule

    8:15-8:45 
                       Registration

        8:45 

            Welcome

        9:00 
         Morning Keynote: Jan Bloom


    Cradle to Grade: Giving Your Child a Love for Books

        9:30 

            Break

   9:45-10:30 
                      Session I

  10:45-11:30 
                      Session II

  11:30-12:45 
               Lunch and Exhibits

  12:00-12:30         Special Entertainment: FiddleDEEDEE
  12:45-1:15               Afternoon Keynote: Doreen Morgan




     Great Expectations

    1:30-2:15 
                     Session III
    2:30-3:15 

        Session IV

    3:15-4:00                             Exhibits

Directions to the church: Killarney Baptist Church   701 Formosa Avenue     Winter Park, FL 32789

Directions From Interstate-4:

Exit Interstate-4 at exit 87 (old exit 45) (Fairbanks Avenue, SR 426). Go east to first red-light at Formosa Avenue. Church is on the right at the corner at Fairbanks and Formosa one block east of I-4.

From the East Side of Orlando:
Take Aloma Avenue (SR 426) west toward Interstate 4. It becomes Fairbanks Avenue. The church will be on the left at the corner of Fairbanks and Formosa one block before I-4.

